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The Redemption of Africa. By Frederic Perry Noble, 
Ph.D., Secretary of the Chicago Congress on Africa, 
Columbian Exposition. Chicago, New York, and Toronto : 
The Fleming H. Revel! Co., 1899. Pp. xxv-l-856. ^4. 

This is a work which will give its author an assured place among 
the authorities on African history, explorations, and missions. It is a 
work of vast research and is well-nigh encyclopaedic in character. It 
has occupied more than five years of diligent research, and indicates 
on every page the breadth of Dr. Noble's reading, his complete mas- 
tery of the facts bearing on his theme, and the soundness of his judg- 
ment. He has sought information from every conceivable source. He 
has examined original authorities and spared no pains to secure com- 
plete accuracy. He has addressed hundreds of letters to missionaries 
and missionary secretaries, and has studied with the utmost pains, not 
only their reports, but the reports of traders and explorers. The maps 
prepared for these volumes are models of neatness and beauty. They 
represent the latest discoveries and are entirely trustworthy. Statistical 
tables, a select bibliography of the literature of African missions, and 
the indexes fill eighty-seven pages and constitute one of the most valu- 
able sections of the work. Students will appreciate the immense 
amount of labor bestowed on these indexes and tables. 

Although the knowledge the author has acquired is presented in a 
condensed form, it is presented so clearly and so philosophically as to 
attract and hold the reader's attention to the end of each chapter. An 
account of the forces by which Africa has been opened to the world 
during the present century, a description of the conditions of the mil- 
lions who live in Africa, and a statement of the effect which Chris- 
tianity has already had, and is likely to have, upon them in the near 
future, could not fail to be of interest, by whomsoever given. They 
are doubly interesting as coming from an enthusiastic lover of Africa 
like Dr. Noble. What he has written will surely command attention. 
His conclusions must be carefully weighed by those who desire to 
know the facts about the Dark Continent. His work will be of special 
value to ministers, and to students of geography and ethnology. Mis- 
sionary societies and public libraries will be compelled to purchase it. 
Those who are so fortunate as to own the volumes will find it profitable 
to read them as soon as possible, and then refer to them as often as 
there is need. They contain material for scores of essays and for hun- 
dreds of missionary concerts. 
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The work is divided into three books, entitled " The Ancient and 
Mediaeval Preparation," "The Religious Partition," and "The 
Expansion of Missions." It will thus be seen that Dr. Noble proposes 
to furnish his readers with a comprehensive history of all that has been 
done for Africa from the earliest times. The titles of the chapters in 
the first book are : "In the Beginning : Africa in Religious Thought ; " 
"The Ancient Missions;" "Islam as an African Missionary;" "The 
Rise of Protestant Missions." The chapter on Islam will bear reading 
several times. It is full and fair. While it shows that Islam has not 
been an unmixed evil in Africa, it shows also that it has not been an 
unmixed good. It makes it very clear that its power and progress 
have been greatly overestimated, and that it by no means has the 
promise of the future. It would be difficult to find anywhere else so 
good an account, in so brief a compass, of the principles of the " false 
prophet," and the hold these principles have on African peoples. 

In tracing the religious partition of Africa from Loyola and Zin- 
zendorf to Livingstone and Lavigerie, or from 1520 to 1898, Dr. 
Noble treats of the Anglican communion in its African apostolate, 
doing it complete justice and entering into sympathy with its noble 
representatives; describes the wonderful work which the Baptist 
churches of Great Britain and America have wrought, and gives a suf- 
ficently full, though rapid, account, in separate chapters, of the nature 
and results of Congregational, Lutheran, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
missions in Africa. Ample space is taken to recount the work of 
Rome, to describe her methods, and to do justice to her heroic 
servants. Unusual interest attaches to what is said of " The Unity of 
Brethren " (Moravians) in their missions to the negroes, and of " Unity " 
as a missionary society. One cannot peruse these chapters without 
being impressed with the earnestness and self-sacrifice of nearly all 
African missionaries, and with the wisdom with which Protestants have 
proceeded in their attempts to evangelize Africa. There will be less 
satisfaction with the outcome of Roman Catholic missions. 

In speaking of the "Expansion of Missions," the author connects 
America with Africa by describing the religious condition of the negro 
in the United States, while in slavery and since his emancipation. 
There are references, also, to missionary work among the blacks of the 
West Indies, and suggestions as to the part the colored people of this 
continent are to have in the evangelization of Africa. In another 
chapter we have the facts about undenominational missions, and the 
difficulties which attend an enterprise like that inaugurated and pushed 
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forward by Bishop Taylor. The author gives us an entertaining and 
an instructive description of the new missionary as represented by 
Alexander Mackay, of Uganda, who employs industrial methods for 
the sake of the spiritual results they secure. Under the heading of 
" Old Friends and New Methods " is an account of the work of Robert 
and Mary Moffat. The steps necessary for the founding of a mission 
are traced for us with such vividness that we cannot escape a sense of 
weariness in following the missionary day by day. As representatives 
of the Protestant and the Romanist methods of giving the gospel to 
the heathen, Livingstone and Lavigerie are selected, and the contrasts 
between them in race, temperament, religion, aims, and results secured, 
sharply defined. The cardinal receives the honor which is his due, but 
no one can fail to see that the untitled minister has a truer knowledge 
of men and a better appreciation of the means by which to reach their 
hearts than his brother of the Roman church. 

In the review of what has been done for Africa and in a forecast of 
what she is to become. Dr. Noble exhibits his strong conviction that 
Christianity will ultimately control the continent. Already more than 
three hundred different agencies, employing more than fifteen thou- 
sand persons, are striving to give the gospel to the people who live 
within its borders. Rome is directly influencing not less than four hun- 
dred thousand, Protestantism twice as many. Protestantism has estab- 
lished schools for the training of native pastors and teachers, has 
translated the Bible into many languages and dialects, has made a 
beginning of religious literature for Africa ; while Romanism, for the 
most part, seems to rely on the work of European missionaries and 
fears to give the Bible or religious books, to any great extent, to her 
converts. In 1890, our author tells us. Protestantism had twice as 
many agencies at work in Africa as Rome. The permanent results 
will doubtless be more than twice as great as those of Rome. 

We congratulate Dr. Noble upon the work he has done for Africa, 
and thank him for the knowledge of her needs which he has given our 
English-speaking people. No man with a conscience can read these 
volumes without feeling an increased responsibility for improving the 
moral and spiritual condition of the millions who dwell in Africa. We 
commend the book heartily. The publisher has done his part well. 
The page is open, the paper is good, the margin is wide, the print 
easy to read. Errors in proof-reading, while not altogether absent, 
are surprisingly few. 

Edward F. Williams. 

Chicago, III. 



